
By Kelsey Richardson
krichardson@myandrewsjournal.com

 An Andrews man was arrested April 13 
after allegedly stealing a car in Marble and 
trying to strip it for parts.
 Christopher Gamble, 42, of Andrews 
was arrested April 13 by Murphy Police 
on charges of larceny of motor vehicle, 
breaking or entering of a motor vehicle, 
chop shop activity and possession of 
methamphetamine.
 A Marble woman spot-
ted Gamble stealing a Pon-
tiac Firebird and reported 
it to the Cherokee County 
Sheriff ’s Office.
 Cherokee County 
deputies said they found 
Gamble and the stolen car 
a couple of days later inside 
a local garage. The garage 
owner was unaware the vehicle was stolen 
because Gamble told him that he was 

See CHOP, page 2
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Valleytown fireman Steve Bias passed away suddenly 
April 7, and a group of his friends, family and school offi-
cials are raising money for a scholarship in his honor.

Gamble

Locals raising money for Bias scholarship
By Kelsey Richardson

krichardson@myandrewsjournal.com

 Death has not stopped Steve Bias 
from imparting a lasting impact on the 
students of Cherokee County.
 To honor Bias’ life of service, Cher-
okee County School superintendent 
Jeana Conley started a fundraising 
campaign to raise money for the Steve 
Bias Memorial Scholarship.
 “The scholarship will be a living 
opportunity for students to have an 
impact on the world as Steve did,” 
Conley said.
 The idea to create the scholarship 

came about from a conversation 
between Marble Elementary Principal 
Chanda Bias – Steve’s wife – and Jeana 
Conley. They realized the effect his 
death had on the school family and 
saw the need to memorialize his legacy.
 The scholarship will be rewarded 
this year to a student who possesses 
similar qualities to Bias. At a point 
during Bias’ high school career, he 
decided to quit school. One of his 
teachers challenged and encouraged 
him to stay. 
 Because of her, he developed a love 
for science and pursued his desired 
career.

 The fundraiser aims to raise $5,000 
within a year. In less than five days, the 
scholarship fund reached half of its 
goal.
 “It’s just overwhelming because a 
lot of people care and give a testimo-
ny about Steve,” Conley said. “He 
was such an important person to our 
students and entire community. I’m 
thrilled to see that people are so gener-
ous.”
 People can donate to the Steve Bias 
Memorial Scholarship fundraiser via 
https://www.gofundme.com/ 
6gze4jd8 or at any Cherokee County 
school.

Ryan Revock/Andrews Journal

Amanda Fleischer, 9, a third grader at The Learning Center, 
inspects Japanese Honeysuckle along the Murphy River 
Walk on April 20, 2015, as part of Earth Day festivities. 
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Earth Day celebration 
returns for second year

By Kelsey Richardson
krichardson@myandrewsjournal.com

 Andrews welcomes all crafters, 
athletes, foodies and fun-seekers 
this weekend for its second Earth 
Day celebration.
 The three-day event showcases 

the town’s charm 
with activities 
and displays 
hosted by local 
businesses, ven-
dors, crafters, ser-
vices and county 

offices. The event debuted last year 
and was promising enough to build 
on and continue.
 The celebration kicks off at 9 a.m. 
Friday with opening ceremonies 
at Hall Park and a closing perfor-
mance by Red Drum singers and 
dancers at 1 p.m. on Sunday.
 In honor of Earth Day, most of 
the vendors demonstrate a craft. 
Bob Lawson returns again this year 
with a drum making and natural 

dyeing demonstrations, and local 
rock hunters/collectors will present 
a gem and rock show.
 For those itching to compete, 
Andrews Brewing Company will 
hold a disk golf tournament at 
Heritage Park on Saturday. The 
competition is a singles tourna-
ment, followed by prizes and other 
festivities at Calaboose Cellars.
 “We expect that we’ll have a 
pretty good turnout,” co-owner of 
Andrews Brewing Company, Eric 
Carlson said. “We hope that out-
of-town entrants will spend time in 
town enjoying the other Earth Day 
activities.”
 In order to promote earth conser-
vation, Andrews Public Library 
will set up displays by the Hiwassee 
River Watershed Coalition and 
North Carolina Wildlife Resources 
Commission. Smokey Bear will 
also set up camp in the library on 
Friday to take photos with kids and 
educate the public on the dangers 
of forest fires.

Inside
u Earth Day 
schedule of 
events, page 2.

Benjamin Katz/news@myandrewsjournal.com

98-year-old Topton resident Buster Conley reflects on his two years spent serving the U.S. military in Panama.

Andrews’ living history book
By Kelsey Richardson

krichardson@myandrewsjournal.com

Andrews Senior Center visitors 
can’t help but crowd around 
Buster Conley, drawn in 

by his infectious storytelling and 
charisma. With Conley’s unflappable 
memory and head full of hair, it’s hard 
to believe he’s 98 years old.
 “I’ve taken rabies shots, I’ve gotten 
snake bit, I about drowned on Devil’s 
beach in Panama, I’ve turned a tractor 
on me about four times and I’m still 
going,” Conley said.
 The lively 98-year-old was born and 

raised around Topton, where he still 
resides today. Two years ago he lost 
his driver’s license due to failing eye-
sight, but that doesn’t stop him from 
visiting the Andrews Senior Center 
every weekday. Conley also used to 
garden until recently. His knee started 
giving him trouble, now he relies on a 
walker.

See BUSTER, page 2

Conley vividly remembers 
his extraordinary 98 years

Planners 
still divided

By Kelsey Richardson
krichardson@myandrewsjournal.com

 Andrews’ zoning adjust-
ment board met Wednesday 
to continue  the discussion 
about hiring a planning 
consultant for $125,000.  
 Although the members 
are required not to discuss 
the matters outside of the 
meetings, the opinions on 
adopting the newly pro-
posed plan appeared to be 
indisputably divided. 
 Those who are keen on 
appointing a planning con-
sultant are looking towards 
extraterritorial jurisdiction 
in the future. These mem-
bers propose to extend the 
town’s water and sewage 
potentially as far as Mar-
ble. The planning board’s 
chairman Bob Ferreira said 
the proposal wouldn’t be 
set in stone once initiated; 
it would be a flexible plan 
that could be altered by the 
Andrews community. 
 “We’re not trying to sub-
stitute zoning for people’s 
judgment,” Ferreira said. 
“We’re trying to motivate 

people that if they go along 
with the plan, it’s a win-win 
for everyone.”
 Other board members 
and citizens who attend-
ed the meeting expressed 
concerns about the rushed 
nature of the plan and 
how the $125,000 seemed 
unnecessary to further the 
town’s economic develop-
ment.
 Margaret DeLuna of 
the Tourism Development 
Authority conveyed the idea 
of shifting the focus from 
the proposed plan, which 
gives the reigns to NFocus, 
to gathering professionals 
within the community to 
develop a different plan of 
action. She recommended 
creating a focus group that 
includes individuals from 
the university, the town’s 
planning board, the EDC 
director and Southwestern 
Commission.
 “We don’t need to pay 
anyone to tell us that we 
need to work on the town,” 
DeLuna said. “If we keep 
spending, we’ll (be paying)

See PLAN, page 2

$125K consulting fee debated again
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Weather
Today

P.M. Showers 77˚/55˚

Friday
Thunderstorms 71˚/50˚

Lake Levels
as of Wednesday

LAKE                 LEVEL
Apalachia ....................... 1,278
Chatuge ......................... 1,922
Fontana ......................... 1,677
Hiwassee ....................... 1,503
Nottely ........................... 1,770
Santeetlah ..................... 1,814
Bear Creek Lake ..............80%
Nantahala ........................92%
Lake Glenville ..................90%

Wednesday
Thunderstorms 82˚/57˚

Saturday
Partly Cloudy 78˚/50˚

Sunday
Mostly Sunny 82˚/54˚

Monday
Partly Cloudy 82˚/56˚

Tuesday 
Partly Cloudy 82˚/57˚

This Week in  Local History
 From this week’s archives of 
the Andrews Journal:
	 u 10 years ago: The 
Mountain Music Jamboree 
packed a full house as local 
musicians entertained the 
crowd for nearly four hours. 
Rev. Harry Hawk opened 
the show with prayer and 
thankful praise for those 
in attendance. Some of the 
best graced the stage: Jim-
my and Steve Jordan, L.B. 
Solesbee, Oliver Farley, 
Darrell Chambers, Bobby 

and Trevor Burns, Barker 
Brothers, Sonny and Mar-
garet Reighard.
 u 25 years ago: A special 
pull-out section on the war 
in the gulf was inserted in 
the Andrews Journal as a 
tribute to those who served 
in Operation Desert Storm. 
The staff of the Journal 
wanted to show their 
appreciation to the men and 
women who participated in 
the conflict and compiled a 
chronology of the war with 

pictures and articles from 
the time the 210th Military 
Police left Murphy until 
they returned. The Andrews 
Journal received an award 

for the section and a letter 
from Gen. Colin Powell.
 u 50 years ago: How-
ard McMahan, a senior at 
Andrews High School has 

received a $2,000 scholar-
ship to attend King College 
in Bristol, Tennessee. The 
scholarship is based on 
academic achievement.

u Who? Ed Burchins
u What? Town Administrator
u Where? Andrews
u Hobbies? Working in the yard, volunteering, serving 
on the Valleytown Cultural Arts Center committee.
u Favorite thing about living and working in the 
Andrews Valley? “I love the people and environment 
in Andrews. There are so many things to do in this area. 
This is the easiest place I’ve moved to to meet people. 
The people are so friendly here, they’re willing to share 
their opinions and thoughts openly.”

Reader of the Week notes

Correction
 Chanda Bias, wife of the late Steve Bias, is the princi-
pal at Marble Elementary. Another school was listed in 
the article entitled “Devastating loss for community” on 
page 1 of the April 14 edition. The Journal apologizes 
for the error.

Continued from front page
 Conley attributes most 
of his longevity to keeping 
a positive attitude, working 
hard, and not doing drugs. 
He said he owes the rest to 
God.
 “He used to jump off the 
back of a pick-up truck just 
a few years ago,” Conley’s 
friend, Jim Paul said. “This 
man is amazing.”
 Having lived in the 
Andrews area for around 
92 years, Conley is Chero-
kee County’s living history 
book. He experienced when 
Andrews was considered 
“timber country.” He said 
people would take cattle 
hide and use the extract 
from the town’s timber to 
tan it.  
 Conley even knows how 
the town Rhodo earned 
its name. He said that the 

owner of the town’s main 
boarding house always 
cooked half-baked bread. 
Foreign visitors would eat 
the bread at the boarding 
house and call it “rhodo,” 
instead of raw dough. The 
mispronounced words soon 
became the boarding house 
owner’s nickname, and then 
evolved into the name of the 
town.
 Conley grew up in a poor 
family, receiving his first 
job at 16 years old after 
the depression hit. Conley 
worked in Andrews at a 
logging camp making $1 a 
day. He said that if workers 
used cash as payment at the 
Roan and Varner’s Store, 
they would lose 10 cents per 
dollar. The store had its own 
currency – the Doogaloo. 
Since it was the largest gen-
eral store between Asheville 

and Murphy, most people 
traded in supplies and 
money for the aluminum 
Dugaloos.
 When Conley turned 18, 
he enlisted in the U.S. mili-
tary. He left after serving for 
two years in Panama, and 
then voluntarily re-enlisted 
a couple of weeks after the 
bombing of Pearl Harbor.
 “If I was able, I’d still go 
back,” Conley said. “There 
are three things I put first, 
my family, my God and my 
country.”
 During his last four years 
of military service, Conley 
worked as a drill instruc-
tor in Texas. He trained 
platoons for 12 weeks at 
a time. Unlike most drill 
instructors, Conley said he 
never cursed at or mistreat-
ed any of his men. His care 
and respect for his men 

often made sending them off 
difficult.
 “Some of my men didn’t 
come back from the battle 
of Normandy,” Conley said. 
“It really tore me up.”
 While serving in the mil-
itary, Conley married Ruth 
Brown, whom he met at the 
Valley Town Baptist Church 
in Andrews. The couple 
had two daughters and two 
sons, all raised on their 
livestock-filled farm. Conley 
and his wife spent 62 years 
together before she passed 
away in 2005. Conley said 

he would visit her one to 
two times a day in the An-
drews Care Facility during 
her battle with Alzheimer’s.
 Today, Conley lives alone 
in the same house where he 
raised his kids. Bonnie Der-
rberg, his 96-year-old sister, 
visits him regularly to cook 
meals and offer company.
 “I don’t worry about 
dying,” Conley said. “My 
advice for older people is to 
not get depressed and have 
a hobby, if you can. If you’ve 
got the right attitude, you 
can face anything.”

Continued from front page
more taxes.”
 Chairman Ralph Crisp, 
head of the zoning adjust-
ment board, said that it 
would be wise to not put all 
of their eggs in one basket 
and to try to be more realis-
tic for Andrews.

 A couple of meeting 
attendees shed light on the 
multiple previously commis-
sioned plans in the county 
that have yet to be acted 
upon. Some fear that the 
proposed plan wouldn’t be 
much different.
 “We need to step back 

and take a breath,” District 1 
County Commissioner Cal 
Stiles said. “There are things 
we can do without spending 
$125,000.”
 The next monthly voting 
meeting for the aldermen 
will be at 5:30 p.m. Tuesday, 
May 10.

Continued from front page
trying to barter for the vehicle.
 Gamble allegedly removed the radio 
from the stolen car and altered the steering 
column for hot wiring purposes. Although 
he never set foot in a chop shop, he was still 
charged for chop shop activity because he 
changed the vehicle’s interior.
 Investigators also discovered a small 

amount of methamphetamine after in-
specting the bathroom Gamble used before 
leaving the garage, the sheriff ’s office said. 
 The bathroom was empty before he en-
tered, investigators said.
 Gamble is currently being held at the 
Cherokee County Detention Center on a 
$15,000 secured bond and his next court 
date is Wednesday, May 4.

Buster: Family, God and country got him where he is today

Friday, April 22
Opening Ceremonies

9 a.m. at Hallpark’s Pavil-
lion

Ballroom activities, 995 
Main Street, 9 a.m. to 6 

p.m.
Bob Lawson Drum Making 
and Natural Dyes, Gem 
and Rock Show

Andrews Public Library,  
871 Main Street

Smokey Bear, 9 a.m. to 1 
p.m.
Randy Collins, Graham 
County Extension Office, 
presentation on edible 
Landscaping, 2 p.m.
Storytelling by Gary 
Carden, 5 p.m.

Displays in front of  
the library, all day

Hiwassee River Water-
shed Coalition, North 
Carolina Wildlife Re-
sources Commission

Heritage Park
River Clean up sponsored 
by the Hiwassee River 
Watershed Coalition 3 
p.m.

Hall Park

Gospel Sing 7 p.m.
All day events

Garden Club Plant Sale
Local Vendors/Crafters
Petting Zoo

Saturday, April 23
Ballroom activities,  

995 Main Street, 9 a.m. to 
6 p.m.

Bob Lawson Drum Making 
and Natural Dyes, Gem 
and Rock Show
Native American Drum-
mers and Dancers
Carol Lawson, Discussion 
of “Ramps,” 2 p.m.

Heritage Park
Disc Golf Tourney spon-
sored by Andrews Brew-
ing Company
Registration: 9 a.m. Shot-
gun Start for first 18 holes: 
10 a.m.
Lunch and Beer at Cala-
boose: noon to 1:30 p.m. 
Shotgun Start for second 
18 holes: 1:30 p.m.
Prizes and Celebration 
held afterwards at The 
Calaboose. $20 entry per 
person, free beer, lunch 
and prize included. Cash 
prizes go to the top three 
finishers

Andrews Public Library
Libby Bogby, NC Plott 
Hound author and speak-
er, 10 a.m.
Authentic flower gardens 
activity (ages 5 and up, 
registration required) 11 
a.m.
Tour of the Town Branch 
Stream Restoration 
Project, Heritage Park 
Entrance (behind Crazy 
Horse), 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Earth Ride
Begins in Andrews and 
drives through Fields of 
the Woods to Mercier’s 
in Blue Ridge, Ga., then 
return to Andrews.

Fish Fry
11 a.m. to 2 p.m. at 
Myaca’s Restaurant, spon-
sored by Mt. Zion Baptist 
Church

All day events
Garden Club Plant Sale
Local Vendors/Crafters
Petting Zoo

Sunday, April 24
Closing Ceremonies

Red Drum Singers and 
Dancers 1 p.m.

Earth Day Events

Benjamin Katz/news@myandrewsjournal.com

Buster Conley shares a joyful moment with his 1-year-old great granddaughter from his 
98th birthday.

Plan: Alderman could vote on contract May 10

Chop: Radio allegedly removed from stolen car

Governor in tough spot over HB2
By Jonathan Drew

Associated Press

 When Republican North Carolina Gov. 
Pat McCrory signed a far-reaching LGBT 
law that critics called discriminatory, he said 
it wouldn’t hurt the state’s ability to attract 
jobs. It did.
 When he signed an executive order seek-
ing to lessen the law’s impact, it upset some 
of his conservative supporters who said he 
“went too far” in bowing to national pres-
sure. In yet another blow Tuesday, a federal 
appeals court that oversees North Carolina 
issued an opinion that now threatens part of 
the state law.
 Through it all, McCrory has emerged — 
perhaps reluctantly — as the public face 
of the law and could become the biggest 
political loser as he suddenly finds himself 
in tough re-election fight already swayed by 
the issue.
 “He’s in a tough spot,” said Chris Cooper, 
a political science professor at Western Car-
olina University. “The executive order prob-
ably isn’t going to mean a lot policy-wise. 
He’s running the risk, no matter what he 
does, of alienating the average North Caro-
lina voter. He’s sort of stuck in the political 
middle.”
 In a nod to the balancing act, McCrory 
described during an interview Sunday on 
NBC’s “Meet the Press” ‘’the disconnect 

we have between the corporate suites and 
main street,” saying he was recently praised 
by small-town voters shortly before fielding 
a phone call from a concerned corporate 
leader.
 After McCrory signed the law in late 
March, condemnation from the business 
community was swift. Deutsche Bank 
halted plans to add 250 North Carolina 
jobs, while Paypal reversed a decision to 
open a 400-employee operation center in 
Charlotte. Local tourism boards say they 
lost millions of dollars in economic impact 
because of cancelled conventions and busi-
ness meetings.
 Chris LaCivita, McCrory’s chief cam-
paign consultant, rejects the idea that the 
governor has stumbled. He said there’s 
no doubt McCrory is getting hammered 
because the governor is the top target 
for national Democrats in a presidential 
battleground state.  He faces Demo-
cratic Attorney General Roy Cooper, who 
has refused to defend North Carolina’s law 
in court. Both have already used the conflict 
to boost donations.
 “So if anyone doesn’t believe that politics 
is at play here, they’re living in a cave,” LaCi-
vita said.
 Now, McCrory is in the difficult posi-
tion of trying to appear business-friendly 
without watering down his appeal to social 
conservatives.



By Matthew Osborne
editor@myandrewsjournal.com

 Cherokee County’s 
emergency medical calls are 
on the rise, and the commis-
sioners took steps Monday 
to meet the needs of that 
increase.
 The EMS Medic 5, which 
has been run as a 12-hour 
unit from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. 
by four part-timers, will 
now have two full-time 
technicians helping staff the 
truck at an additional cost 
of $3,800 between now and 
June 30.
 It was also noted Monday 
that the 2016-17 proposed 
budget has built in plans 
to increase that unit to 24 
hours in the coming year.
 “We have seen an increase 
in critical care and lateral 
transports, and at times, 
we have been down to one 
truck covering 455 square 
miles,” EMS Director Al 
Lovingood said. “I know 
this was a pilot project (to 
be a 12-hour-truck), but this 
is showing that it is justified 
for a full-time unit.”
 Using part-time workers 
causes problems if the tech-
nicians have secondary em-
ployment obligations, along 
with rest periods required 
for EMS workers who serve 
long shifts.
 In other county news 
Monday:
 u Margaret DeLuna 
presented a quarterly 
updated from the Tourism 

Development Authority to 
the county board, and while 
there was no required verbal 
presentation required, 
Commissioner Dan Eichen-
baum had one question for 
DeLuna. 
 Eichenbaum, who is 
the principal planner of 
the Cherokee County Fair 
among the commissioners, 
asked DeLuna if the 
TDA had plans to make 
a donation to the fair this 
year.
 “Do you think the fair 
is something the TDA is 
interested in supporting?” 
Eichenbaum asked.
 “Absolutely,” she said, 
indicating that the board 
would take up the matter at 
its May meeting after a pre-
sentation from the Friends 
of the Cherokee County 
Fair.
 “How much did you give 
the Possum Drop?” Eichen-
baum asked, to which 
DeLuna replied $1,000.
 Eichenbaum also noted 
that all the members of the 
TDA board will have their 
terms end at the same time, 
something he recommended 
avoiding in the future.
 “The stars aligned and 
everybody came up at once,” 
DeLuna said. “We just real-
ized it at a recent meeting.”
 Aside from procedural 
back and forth, DeLuna 
reported that tourism 
has been growing, largely 
because of strong marketing 
and social media campaigns. 

The growth was seen even 
before the opening of 
Harrah’s Cherokee Valley 
River Casino & Hotel, 
but the new attraction has 
boosted traffic as well.
 “In October, you couldn’t 
get a room or a vacation 
rental in Cherokee County,”  
DeLuna said, adding that 
the true test of the growth 
will be to see how it looks 
after the casino has been 
open for a year.
 u The county approved 
an unbudgeted $7,716 
advertising expense for the 
Western Carolina Regional 
Airport, which is required 
to advertise its airport 
consultation process in a 
major newspaper every five 
years. The three half-page 
ads required by the Federal 
Aviation Administration 
were placed in the Asheville 
Citizen-Times.
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By Kelsey Richardson
krichardson@myandrewsjournal.com

 Andrews citizens ex-
pressed concern last week 
about the possibilities of an 
outbreak of the Zika virus 
here in Cherokee County.
 “If we don’t do something 
about it, we’ll be in big trou-
ble,” said Mike Pike, owner 
of Cherokee Cycles in An-
drews. “You can stand in my 
parking lot and turn in four 
directions and see a breeding 
ground for mosquitos like 
you ain’t never seen, and it’s 
not just my parking lot.”
 Cherokee County’s 
Health Department has yet 
to release a public service 
announcement about the 
disease, regardless of its 
potential risks.
 As of April 13, North 
Carolina’s Department of 
Public Health has reported 
nine cases of the Zika virus 
disease, which is primar-
ily transmitted to people 
through the bite of infected 
mosquitos.
 Common symptoms of 
the disease include, fever, 
joint pain, rash and red 
eyes. According to the 
CDC’s Zika webpage, the 
disease usually imparts mild 
symptoms that aren’t severe 
enough to require medical 
attention; Zika virus related 
deaths are rare. However, 
those who are infected 
during pregnancy have a 
high chance of causing mi-
crocephaly in their children.
 Microcephaly is a neuro-
logical disorder resulting in 
babies being born with un-
naturally small heads – the 
disorder can lead to severe 
developmental issues, and 

sometimes death.
 Despite being a flavivirus, 
which is a part of the same 
family as yellow fever, West 
Nile and dengue, no vaccine 
exists to treat the disease.
 When Andrews Alderman 
Phil Horton worked for the 
Cobb County Water Center 
during the West Nile out-
break, he worked proactively 
to identify breeding grounds 
for mosquitos and minimize 
the infected insects. The 
health department used 
non-toxic pesticides to kill 
the mosquito larvae.
 “We have a dysfunction-
al health department and 
board,” Horton said. “I’ve 
got concerned citizens, and 
we don’t have much of an 
impact. We’re left to drip 
here without a plan.”
 Cherokee County Health 

Department’s environmen-
tal health specialist Phillip 
Anderson said that all Zika 
virus disease cases reported 
in North Carolina were from 
people who recently traveled 
to other countries. The virus 
is only transmitted person 
to person sexually between 
partners or mother to baby.
 The CDC’s Zika webpage 
reports 358 travel-associated 
Zika virus disease cases in 
the U.S. and zero acquired 
vector borne cases. Only sev-
en of the reported cases were 
sexually transmitted and 31 
were spread via pregnancy.
 North Carolina’s Health 
Department requires the 
Cherokee County Health 
Department to report any 
cases of the disease within 
the area. So far, the county 
has zero reports.

Citizens concerned
 about Zika virus

World Health Organization photo

Infected mosquitos can spread the Zika virus, but people 
cannot spread it to each other without blood contact. 
There have been no cases reported in Cherokee County 
so far.

Budget proposes $484K bump for schools
By Matthew Osborne
editor@myandrewsjournal.com

 County Manager Randy 
Wiggins and his staff presented 
a recommended budget for fiscal 
year 2016-17 on Monday night, 
one that keeps the county millage 
rate the same but does not come 
close to meeting the $1.3 million 
increase requested by the school 
system.
 The total proposed budget 
comes to $43,875,520 including 
special revenue funds designated 
for specific purposes.
 The county is currently offering 
a $484,344 increase in local edu-
cation funding that will assist with 
six new teaching positions.
 The proposal reads that “The 

impact to us is also affected by our 
number of community schools,” 
pointing out that the state’s teach-
er funding formula is based on 
students, not number of buildings.
 Cherokee County Superinten-
dent Jeana Conley said she had a 
productive meeting with Wiggins 
and county finance officer Candy 
Anderson and feels good about 
the direction things are going.
 “We were told the county 
does not plan to cut personnel and 
we are grateful for that,” Conley 
said. “Keeping our teachers is the 
most important thing for us right 
now.”
 The two key moments for the 
schools that will determine next 
year’s path are the budget work-
shops with the county commis-

sioners on April 28-29 – where 
these numbers will be discussed 
– and June 7, when a referendum 
for a quarter-cent sales tax for the 
schools will be decided.
 If the tax passes, it would mean 
about $350,000 more for the 
schools in 2016-17 and around 
$700,000 in future years.
 “Obviously, we are hoping the 
voters will pass that tax, which 
would be a win-win for the entire 
county,” Conley said.
 Even if the shortfall on fund-
ing meant the consolidation of 
a school, the proposal indicates 
that may not be a savings dollar 
for dollar due to maintenance and 
utility costs that would remain for 
the empty school buildings.
 The request from the schools 

includes a 5 percent pay raise that 
would come from the state, but 
that has not yet been approved 
by the legislature, meaning it will 
be addressed in future budget 
revisions if it is passed later.
 Tri-County Community Col-
lege is seeking a funding increase 
of $53,313, which Cherokee 
County is going to ask for from 
its partners in Clay and Graham 
counties, which have not funded 
their share in recent years, accord-
ing to information shared in joint 
meetings held last year on the 
topic.
 In addition to various depart-
ments having their say at next 
week’s budget hearings, three fire 
districts – Peachtree, Ranger and 
Valleytown – will make proposals 

to increase their fire tax millage 
rates. The budget is constructed 
with the plan in place for the 
county fire departments to take 
over the duties served currently 
and until June 30 by Rescue Squad 
19.
 The one major unbudgeted plan 
is that of repairing the courthouse 
dome, as the total expenses are not 
yet known. The county is awaiting 
proposals for scaffolding and will 
assess the total damage at that 
time. The money is likely to come 
from the fund balance for those 
repairs, the proposal said.
 The public hearing the for 
the budget will be at 6:30 p.m. 
Monday, May 2, before the county 
commission’s next regular meet-
ing.

Andrews High School junior Morgan Mashburn clowns around with her brother, 
Hunter, in Clearwater Beach, Fla., over spring break. Many Wildcats took time to 
relax during the vacation week. Morgan is a four-sport athlete for the Wildcats.

Spring break fun

County board approves 
increased EMS coverage
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Letters to the Editor

Letters Welcome
u We welcome your opinions at the Andrews Journal. A signature, address and phone number must 
accompany all letters to the editor. Letters should be typed, if possible, double spaced and no more than 300 
words. Photos are encouraged, with identification. The Journal reserves the right to edit all letters for clarity, 
length and libel, and no personal attacks will be published. Deadline is noon Tuesday.
u Mail letters to: Andrews Journal, P.O. 250, Andrews, NC 28901. Email  letters to news@myandrews-
journal.com, and please include an address and phone number. Fax letters to 828-321-5890.

 Editor’s note: This is one in 
a series of columns highlight-
ing the people and businesses 
on Main Street in downtown 
Andrews – from what they 
are today, to what they have 
been in the past and the his-
tory that intrigues all of us. 

Last week I mentioned 
that Mrs. Eleanor 
Ennis had given Lyn-

nie Anderson the old leath-
er bound general ledgers 
from the Cover Tannery 
and there are many names 
that the long time residents 
will remember. Some of the 
names in one of the ledgers 
were: Tom Painter, Roy 
Garrett, John Johnson, 
A.F. Lunsford, Vernon 
Jones, Sam Wheeler, James 
Truett, Bill Pullium, Dillie 
Lunsford, J.P. Phillips and 
C.W. Almond.
     I would like to thank 
Griff and Jenny Anderson 
with Blue Denim Photog-
raphy for that beautiful 
picture of the F.P. Cover 
House with Lynnie and Bill 
Anderson in the forefront. 
I could not do this column 
every week without all the 
wonderful folks sharing 
their photographs.
     This week is the history 
of the “Giles William Cover 
House,” who built his family 
home next door to his fa-
ther, Franklin Pierce Cover, 
the three story brick house 
near the Cover Tannery. 
Giles Cover was the second 
son of F.P. Cover, and was 
one of six children.       
     Mrs. Ennis told a funny 
story about how her parents 
met on the Southern Rail-
way. “My Dad (Giles) and 
my Grandmother (Laura 
Jane Matthias Cover) were 
traveling by train to Ashe-
ville and my mother, Lilly 
Mae, and her sister, Winnie, 
and friend Rosalind, were 
on the same train going 
back to school. The two girls 
dared my mother to throw a 
banana peeling at my Dad, 
and she did.”
     Mrs. Cover was very 
strict and all about decorum 
and she instructed her son 
to ignore the girls, as that 
was the height of ill man-
ners. However, the plan 

must have worked, because 
Lilly Mae finished her study 
of music at Davenport 
College and landed a job as 
the music teacher in the An-
drews school system. A few 
days after she arrived, Giles 
spotted her in the post office 
and asked Cliff Slagle who 
she was and then replied, 
“I’m going to marry her.”  
     The couple married on 
Christmas Eve in 1908 and 
Giles built his new bride a 
large two-story home beside 
his parents and they lived 
there until Eleanor was 16 
years old. The family then 
moved into the three story 
brick house, and William 
(Bill) moved his new wife 
into the white house his 
father built.   
     The Giles Cover House 
was later sold to Solomon 
Salmon in 1948 and his 
daughter, Helen Kivel, lived 
there with her two daugh-
ters, Monica and Stacy 
Kivel during the 1960’s. Mr. 
Salmon had purchased the 
tannery from the New York 
Tanning Company and 
eventually turned the build-
ings into a chicken ranch.  
     I remember going to 
the house with my cousin 
Carmen Birchfield, who 
was a friend of Stacy. The 
Kivels had a large German 
Sheppard who was afraid of 
thunderstorms. After a large 
clap of thunder, the dog 
went flying up the staircase 
and hid under Stacy’s bed. 
Suzanne VanGorder was 
another friend of the Kivel 
sisters, likes to tell the story 
about the time a bunch of 
girls ran the phone line up 
to the attic where Stacy was 
having a party so they could 
call The Beatles in London 
England. However, their 
attempts to speak to the 
Beatles did not work out as 
planned.

     Gayle Lay purchased 
the Giles Cover House 
in October of 1994 from 
Helen Kivel, and opened 
a bed and breakfast. The 
beautiful old home is filled 
with history and charm and 
has been restored to the 
Victorian splendor of the 
early 1900’s. The turn of the 
century home is furnished 
in antiques, art work and 
collectibles that offered the 
guests a memorable stay.
    After opening the busi-
ness, Gayle said, “I try to 
offer true southern hospital-
ity and an abundant country 
breakfast. I want them to 
feel at home and comfort-
able during their visit.”
     The house sits on one and 
a half acres featuring five 
bedrooms and six fireplaces, 
with three guest suites that 
offered private bathrooms. 
The sprawling front porch 
draws your attention to the 

house and beckons you to 
come and “sit a spell,” which 
was a slogan on the Bed and 
Breakfast Inn & Carriage 
House brochure designed by 
Gayle. One modification to 
the porch was a beautifully 
designed ramp for handicap 
entrance that only enhances 
the appeal. 
     In 1998, Gayle married 
Phil Horton and after hav-
ing two children, Andrew 
and Savannah, they made 
the decision to close the 
bed and breakfast. “It just 
was not quiet and peaceful 
anymore. We have loved 
living in the house and it has 
been a great place to raise 
the kids!”
 Kandy Barnard is a 
Journaling columnist for 
the Andrews Journal. To 
reminisce about growing up 
in the valley, call her at 361-
3268 or email journaling@
myandrewsjournal.com.

Memories of another historic home

Kandy Barnard
JouRnALinG

Weekly Poll 
Question

Visit www.myandrewsjour-
nal.com to answer; leave 
comments on Facebook.

u This week’s poll ques-
tion: Which area needs the 
most increased funding 
and attention in the next 
budge?
q Schools.
q Public safety.
q Special events.
q Parks and recreation.
q Other.

u Last week’s poll ques-
tion:  Should it be more 
difficult for people charged 
with violent crimes, espe-
cially against children, to 
get out of jail on bond?
q Yes – 83%.
q No – 17%.

Editorial

OUR MISSION: The Andrews Journal is published 
with pride for the people of Cherokee and adjoining 
counties by Community Newspapers Inc., Athens, Ga. 
We believe that strong newspapers build strong com-
munities. “Newspapers get things done!” Our primary 
goal is to publish distinguished and profitable commu-
nity-oriented newspapers. This mission will be accom-
plished through the team work of professionals dedicat-
ed to truth, integrity, loyalty, quality and hard work.

Tom Wood, Chairman • Dink NeSmith, President
David Brown, Regional Publisher

 Glenn Harbison, Associate Regional Publisher

Publisher: David Brown/publisher@myandrewsjournal.com
Editor: Matthew Osborne/editor@myandrewsjournal.com
Staff Writer: James Budd/jbudd@myandrewsjournal.com

Advertising: Dave Stevens/advertising@myandrewsjournal.com
Office: Debbie Dills, Diane West/news@myandrewsjournal.com

SUBSCRIPTION RATES
In County ............................................................$20 per year
Out-of-County ...................................................$35 per year
Periodicals postage paid at Andrews. NC POSTMASTER:  Send 
address changes to Andrews Journal, P.o. Box 250, Andrews, nC  
28901. In the event of typographical errors in advertisements, the 
Journal will be responsible only for the space occupied by the error.

P.O. Box 250
995 Main St.

Andrews, NC 28901
Phone: (828) 321-4271

Fax: (828) 321-5890
news@myandrewsjournal.com

Andrews Journal

The Horton Family stands in front of the fireplace of the 
Giles Cover House at Christmas. Pictured in front are 
Savannan Horton and Sally Larson, back row, Connor 
Horton, Andrew, Gayle and Phil Horton.

This is a picture of the Giles Cover House in the 1960’s when Helen Kivel owned the home, which was purchased by 
her father, Soloman Salman from the Cover Family in 1948.

This picture was taken in front of the Giles Cover House. 
John Ed Jones (left) and his brother Willard (right) worked 
for Mr. Cover and saddled the ponies when the children 
wanted to ride. Eleanor (left) and her cousin, Albert 
Campbell were being escorted around the homeplace 
grounds.

Harrah’s helps 
REACH

 I’m a table games dealer 
at Harrah’s Cherokee 
Valley River Casino. Our 
department recently held 
a silent auction to raise 
money for REACH of 
Cherokee County. We were 
given the opportunity to 
construct themed baskets, 
and Harrah’s Cherokee 
Valley River employees 
could purchase raffle tickets 
for more than three dozen 
baskets that were donated. 
Our department raised 
$6,711 for REACH.
 Wanting to promote lo-
cal businesses in our grow-
ing town, I constructed a 
basket titled “All About 
Andrews.” The basket was 
filled with gift certificates 
from individuals and busi-
nesses in Andrews.
 I would like to thank 
everyone who selflessly 
donated to such a good 
cause. Thank you Buntastic 
Tan/Andrews Tanning, 
MacKalys on Main, Salon 
El-Khouri and Day Spa, 
Crazy Horse Family Grill, 
Andrews Cinema, Berry 
Twisted, Kobe Grill, Mon-
te Alban, Stylist Meganne 
Caldwell of Carolina Hair, 
Valleytown Quilt Shop, 
Hoppy Trout, Mi Pueblito 
Mexican Restaurant, Party 
Time and Personal Train-
er Sarah Knowles of The 

Compound.
 Thank you for all your 
support.

Tamera Pullium
Andrews

Thanks for 
kindness

 The family of Inez Leora 
Solesbee would like to ex-
press our deepest apprecia-
tion for the support during 
her illness and passing 
on to Heaven. We offer a 
special thank you to Four 
Seasons Hospice, Janice, 
Phyllis and Dr. G for the 
wonderful care, concern 
and love they gave to her. 
Also a special thank you 
to Bryant-Grant Funeral 
Home and staff.
 Thanks to Rev. S.J. Wa-
ters and Dr. Homer Wilson 
for their words of love and 
encouragement and to her 
grandchildren for whom 
she requested to sing for 
her.
 Thank you very much 
for the food, cards, flow-
ers, visits, phone calls and 
most of all for your prayers. 
Thanks also to White Oak 
Flats Baptist Church for 
the wonderful meal provid-
ed for family and friends, 
and may God richly bless 
each and every one of 
you.

David Solesbee and family
Kathyrn Solesbee and family

Topton

Better ways to 
spend this money
There has been an 

ongoing argument 
in Andrews about 

spending $125,000 on a 
consulting firm to tell the 
town what its future holds.
 We keep coming back 
to the same question: Isn’t 
that what our local plan-
ning board is supposed 
to do? Here in Cherokee 
County, we’re great at com-
missioning plans but not as 
good at executing them.
 What in the world are 
we going to get for this 
$125,000? Surveys? Focus 
groups? We could get those 
together in 20 minutes on 
Main Street.
 It is difficult to under-
stand why the town is 
going to Cherokee Coun-
ty with its hand out for 
money to renovate the 
swimming pool while it is 
simultaneously considering 
a purchase like this.
 It is unlikely that this 

outside firm will come up 
with better ideas than our 
local people who have been 
living here for generations, 
in some cases.
 Our county planners 
– led by Ralph Crisp, 
Lawrence McNabb and 
others – came up with a 
comprehensive plan and it 
was filed away in a drawer. 
Sadly, the folks who came 
up with that plan did not 
receive $125,000 for their 
trouble.
 If the town is considering 
plans for extraterritorial 
jurisdiction – something 
officials insisted was not 
happening when news of it 
leaked last year – there are 
bound to be fellow public 
officials whose experience 
can be mined for guidance.
 But it’s not worth this 
kind of expenditure. A 
Magic 8-ball is cheaper and 
almost as valuable.

– Editor Matthew Osborne
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 Big day here at the farm! 
John tilled our garden 
and we’ll be planting our 
potatoes very soon, always 
the first of many vegetables 
to go in each Spring, as the 
ground and weather warm 
up. They are all a pleasure 
and a miracle to see as they 
start sprouting up every year! 

Nantahala School News
 Nantahala Middle School 
will be offering some sports 
this coming school year. 
There will be a meeting at 6 
p.m. Monday, May 2, at the 
school for those interested. 
Parents of those students 
have to attend also as they 
will be given school physical 
forms to fill out.
 The Booster Club has 
given out 12 raffle tickets to 
each of the athletes and they 
are to be sold until Monday 
and the monies returned 
to Coach Josh Taylor. The 
funds raised will be used to 
buy new basketball shoes for 
the players.
 Monday: Field trip for 
11th grade students to the 
Carl Sandberg home.
 Tuesday: Tech Club Con-
ference at Cherokee Central 
School.
 Saturday, April 30: The 
annual Spring Festival from 
5-7:30 p.m. at school. All 
residents and visitors in the 
community invited.
 If you have any questions 
regarding a rental table for 
the Community Club’s an-

nual yard sale in the gym on 
Saturday, June 4, call Club 
President Rochelle Clark at 
828-557-5672.
 New property owners in 
the community are Mark 
and Theresa Heflin of Ros-
well, Ga.
 Nantahala Community 
Library hours are 10 a.m. to 
5 p.m., Tuesday through Sat-
urday. Phone is 321-3020.
 Adult fiction: The last 
Lecture by Randy Pausch; 
The Silenced by Heather 
Graham; Darkness by Karen 
Robards.
 A free Pen and Ink 
Course, with all supplies 
furnished, will be held at 
11 a.m. each Wednesday 
if there is enough interest. 
Please call the library and 
leave your name and phone 
number.
 The library thanks Diane 
Kennedy for her generous 
donation of books.
 Free Bingo games held 

at 1 p.m. each Saturday for 
all students and adults who 
wish to attend; and, a pot-
luck lunch is served before 
the games begin.
 Community birthdays: 
Matthew Flaig on Friday; 
Velvie Bateman on April 
Sunday; J.W. Neal on Mon-
day; Juanita Solesbee on 
Wednesday; Jaicey Stapleton 
on Thursday, April 28.
 Joy Wagner is Nantahala 
columnist for the Andrews 
Journal.

Joy Wagner
nantahala 

notes

Warm weather  and gardening

Adrian Mayes/Horatio Alger Association

Breanna Orr of Andrews (located two rows directly behind the ninth girl from the right in the front row) was 
honored along with all the other 106 national Horatio Alger Scholarship winners in Washington from March 31 to 
April 2. Events during the weekend included formal induction ceremonies at the United States Supreme Court and 
DAR Constitution Hall and numerous activities lauding the Association’s 13 new Members and national scholars 
selected from across the United States. Since the establishment of its scholarship program in 1984, Horatio Alger 
Association has afforded more than 22,000 students the opportunity to pursue a college education.

Orr honored for Horatio Alger Scholarship

 Paul commands the 
Philippians to rejoice in 
the Lord. Yet because I am 
human, I often find myself 
seeking to find joy in other 
human beings instead. Paul 
would not say that is a bad 
thing. In fact, Paul also finds 
joy in good friends (see Ro-
mans 12:15, 1 Corinthians 
16:17 and Philippians 2:28), 
but the primary place where 
Paul finds his joy is in God. 
Why is that?
 I believe there are two 
related reasons that Paul 
both finds his joy in the 
Lord and encourages others 
to do the same. First, people 
will often let us down. Since 
no one is perfect, seeking to 
find our joy in others, will at 
times leave us disappointed. 
We have expectations that 
people will act consistently.
 So while we may find 
joy in a relationship one 
moment, the next day we 
find frustration because they 
are not doing what we want 
them to do. Paul knows that 
seeking to find permanent 
joy in another person is 
futile. 
 Most of the time, how-
ever, that is our fault and 
not theirs. We place unnec-
essarily high expectations 
on people, which they can’t 
meet. We want people to 
make us feel like they did 
yesterday. We want them to 
put us first. And when they 
don’t, we lose a sense of joy. 
 This leads us to the second 
reason Paul wants us to find 
our joy in the Lord – God 
does not change. He does 
not fail. His actions are not 
fickle. The cross is a per-
manent testimony to the 
sacrificial love that he has for 
those that he calls his own. 
 Paul says it this way in 

Romans 8: “He who did not 
spare his own Son, but de-
livered Him over for us all, 
how will He not with Him 
freely give us all things?”
 God consistently gives 
because that is his charac-
ter. God consistently loves 
because that is his character. 
God is consistent, and there-
fore, we can find permanent 
joy in him. 
 Yet that is not the only 
reason. We also find joy 
in him because he complete-
ly forgives when we place 
our faith in the death and 
resurrection of Jesus as 
sufficient payment for our 
sins. 
 In addition, we find joy 
in God because he has sent 
his Spirit to indwell believ-
ers to lead us toward truth, 
conform us into the image 
of Jesus, and remind us that 
we are his children.
 Finally, he has created 
the church, a group of 
like-minded, broken and 
redeemed people that 
God places in our lives to 
encourage us and challenge 
us as well as help bear our 
burdens. Therefore, we can 
rejoice in the one who has 
given us all that.
 Michael Herrington is 
pastor of Christ Community 
Church in Andrews. Call 
him at 644-8834.

Find joy in God,
not other humans

 u haVen, Cher-
okee County Schools, 
Tri-County Early College 
and local homeschools will 
host the annual art contest 
to promote April is Child 
Abuse Prevention Month. 
Content of all physical 
– paintings, drawings, 
sculptures, creative writing 
– and digital media – pho-
tography, video or sound 
recording – should reflect 
this theme. All entries must 
be turned in to elementa-
ry, middle or high school 
offices on or before Friday, 
April 29.

april 21
 u andrews VFW Post 
7620 will hold nomina-
tions and election for 
2016-17 officers. All 
members are urged to 
attend this special meeting 
at 7 p.m. today at the post 
at First and Oak streets 
in downtown Andrews. 
Anyone wishing to join 
the post should bring their 
DD214. For details, call 
the post at 321-3901 and 
leave a message, or call 
Commander Allen Byers at 

828-361-3021.

april 22
 u andrews Garden 
Club will have its annual 
plant sale from 9 a.m. to 2 
p.m. Friday and Saturday 
at the station at 1807 Main 
St.
 u Valley River Ringers, 
a community handbell 
group, will hold a free 
spring concert at 6:30 p.m. 
Friday at Truett Memorial 
Baptist Church in Hayes-
ville. Everyone is welcome. 
Call 828-557-7926 for 
details.

april 23
 u Community Youth 
Players/ACT2 will present 
its fifth annual dinner 
theater Saturday at Valley-
town Cultural Arts Center 
in downtown Andrews. 
Advanced reservations are 
requested. Art Gallery will 
open at 5 p.m. followed 
by the dinner at 6 and the 
show at 7 p.m. Tickets are 
$25 and can be reserved by 
calling 828-360-4108.

 u Andrews High School 
will have a campus wide 
beautification and clean-
up day starting at 8 a.m. 
Saturday. Bring power and 
garden tools and come 
meet the new football 
coach, Kames Phillips. 
Donations of flowers and 
mulch are welcome.

april 24
 u The fourth sunday 

night singing will begin at 
6 p.m. Sunday at White 
Oak Flats Baptist Church 
in Nantahala. Featured 
groups will be the Smoky 
Mountain Singers along 
with singers from White 
Oak. Everyone is invited.

april 26
 u Republican Women 
of Cherokee and Clay 
Counties will meet at 
11:30 a.m. Tuesday at 
ShoeBooties Cafe, 25 
Peachtree St. in downtown 
Murphy. Anyone who 
plans to eat lunch should 
arrive by 11 a.m. For 
details, call Beth Watson at 
837-6078.
 u salon el Khouri at 
1035 Main St. in Andrews 
will have a ribbon cutting 
and open house from 5-7 
p.m. Tuesday. 
 u Valley River Hu-
mane Society will hold its 
monthly meeting at 6 p.m. 
Thursday, April 28, at the 
Penland Senior Center, 
69 Alpine St. in Murphy. 
The public is welcome to 
attend. For details, call Jeri 
Ruth Roberts at 837-6160.
 If your group is hosting 
a special event or meeting, 
please contact the Andrews 
Journal and include a 
phone number to have the 
information listed. Call 
321-4271; fax 321-5890; 
email news@myandrews-
journal.com; or visit the 
local newspaper’s office at 
995 Main St. in downtown 
Andrews.

Michael Herrington
mustaRd seed

  u A free Tai Chi class is 
held at 9:30 a.m. every Tues-
day and Thursday mornings.   
u Free computer classes will 
be held at 6:30 p.m. on 
Tuesday and Thursday April 
21, 26 and 28. Bring your 
own Laptop, iPad or e-reader 
or use one of the library’s 
computers and have your 
questions answered.
 u Smokey Bear will be 
at the library from 9 a.m. 
until 1 p.m. on Friday.  Every 
half-hourSmokey will be 
sharing his thoughts on 
keeping forests safe. Elemen-
tary students will be joining 
us from 9-11 a.m.; general 
public may want to visit 
from 11 a.m. until -12:30 
p.m.
 u Randy Collins from the 
Graham County Extension 
office speak on Edible Land-
scaping at 2 p.m. on Friday.
 u Ann Woodford, local 
author and founder of One 
Dozen Who Care will be 
tellingn stories at 5 p.m. 
Friday.
 u Displays in front of the 
Library all day will include 
the Hiwassee River Wa-
tershed Coalition and the 
North Carolina Wildlife 
Resources Commission. We 
will also join the Coalition 
for a River clean up at 3 p.m. 
in Heritage Park and from 
7-9 p.m. there will be Gospel 
Sing in Hall Park in the gaze-
bo.
 u On Saturday, come for a 
visit from Visit Libby Bagby, 
NC Plott Hound author and 
speaker, at 10 a.m Saturday 
followed by authentic flower 
gardens activity ages 5 and 
up at 11 a.m.
 u Play Xbox 360, PS4 or 
check out the board games 
available from 5:30 to 7:30 
p.m. Tuesday. All ages are 
welcome.
  For details on these and 
other programs or details 
on the Earth Day Celebra-
tion call 321-5956 or email 
Jblue@nantahalalibrary.org.

andrews 
Public 
Library
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Andrews Journal Classifieds
 

first 10 words in the Andrews Journal.  
Only 20 cents for each additional word. 
There is a $1 billing charge unless you 
pay at the same time the ad is placed.

$500
    All real estate advertising in this newspaper is 
subject to the Fair Housing Act which makes it 
illegal to advertise: any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination based on race, color, religion, sex, 
disability, familial status or national origin, or an 
intention, to make any such preference, limitation 
or discrimination. “Familial status includes children 
under the age of 18 living with parents or legal 
custodians, pregnant women and people securing 
custody of children under 18. This newspaper will 
not knowingly accept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. Our readers are 
hereby informed that all dwellings advertised in this 
newspaper are available on the equal opportunity 
basis. To complain of discrimination 
call HUD toll free at 1-800-669-9777. 
The toll-free telephone number for the 
hearing impaired is 1-800-927-9275.

Publisher’s Notice

• Cash, check, MasterCard, Visa, American Ex-
press and Discover cards are accepted. All  

ads accepted are subject to credit approval.

Errors/adjustments

Method of Payment

• Please read your ad the first day it runs so any 
necessary changes can be made.

• The Andrews Journal’s liability is limited to the 
cost of the ad.

Place An Ad
Call the Andrews Journal at 828-321-4271 or stop 

by our office at 995 Main St. downtown. 
Email: news@myandrewsjournal.com

Deadline
Noon Tuesday. 

Classifieds also can be seen at 
www.myandrewsjournal.com

Rates Extras
Headlines $3

Bold – 50¢ a word
Borders – $5

Centered line – $1 (each line)
Photo or logo – $5

10% off for your ad in 3-4 newspapers and 15% 
off for five affiliate newspapers or more. Your ad could 
appear in the  Cherokee Scout, Clay County Progress in 
Hayesville, The Graham Star in Robbinsville and 27 more.

DISCOUNTS

IN  THE  GENERAL  COURT
OF  JUSTICEOF  NORTH
CAROLINA  SUPERIOR
COURT  DIVISION  CHERO-
KEE COUNTY 15SP137 
IN  THE  MATTER  OF  THE
FORECLOSURE OF A DEED
OF  TRUST  EXECUTED  BY
DAVIS  &  HALLAUER-FOX,
PC DATED DECEMBER 21,
2005  AND  RECORDED  IN
BOOK 1201 AT PAGE 361 IN
THE  CHEROKEE  COUNTY
PUBLIC REGISTRY, NORTH
CAROLINA
NOTICE OF SALE 
Under  and  by  virtue  of  the
power  and  authority  con-
tained  in  the  above-refer-
enced deed of  trust and be-
cause  of  default  in  the  pay-
ment  of  the  secured  indebt-
edness and failure to perform
the  stipulation  and  agree-
ments therein contained and,
pursuant  to  demand  of  the
owner  and holder  of the se-
cured  debt,  the  undersigned
substitute trustee will expose
for  sale  at  public  auction  to
the highest bidder for cash at
the usual place of sale at the
county  courthouse  of  said
county at 10:30AM on May 2,
2016 the following described
real estate and any other im-
provements which may be sit-
uated  thereon,  in  Cherokee
County,  North  Carolina,  and
being  more  particularly  de-
scribed as follows:
In the town of Murphy, District
#6, on Hill Street (now Busi-
ness U.S. 19 and 129) in the
Section known as East  Mur-
phy and more particularly de-
scribed as follows:
BEGINNING  on  a  railroad
spike driven in the black top
driveway  on  this  Northwest
margin  of  Hill  Street,  said
spike being 186.5 feet North-
east of the Northeast margin
of  Maple  Street  and  runs
thence with a line common to
James  Sneed  north  21-48
West  134.02  feet  to  a  1/2"
iron pipe; thence North 61-58
East  74.4  feet  with  a  line
common to  Lewis  King  and
the  Southeast  end  of  a  15-
foot alley and Marvin Hamp-
ton to  a  1/2"  pipe,  a corner
common to Hubert Ledford et
als; thence South 22-00 East
142.8  feet  with  a  line  com-
mon to Hubert Ledford et als
to  a  1/2"  iron  pipe  at  the
Northwest  margin  of  Hill
Street; and thence South 68-
46 West 74.51 feet with said
Northwest  margin  of  Hill
Street to the point of BEGIN-
NING, containing 0.23 acre. 
For source of Title see Deed
Book 1201 Page 358, records
for  Cherokee  County,  North
Carolina. 
And  Being  more  commonly
known as:  399 Hill St, Mur-
phy, NC 28906
The  record  owner(s)  of  the
property, as reflected on the
records  of  the  Register  of
Deeds,  is/are  Davis  &  Hal-
lauer-Fox, P.C.
The  property  to  be  offered
pursuant to this notice of sale
is  being  offered  for  sale,
transfer and conveyance "AS
IS,  WHERE IS."  Neither  the
Trustee nor the holder of the
note secured by the deed of
trust,  being  foreclosed,  nor
the  officers,  directors,  attor-
neys,  employees,  agents  or
authorized  representative  of
either Trustee or the holder of
the note make any represen-
tation or  warranty relating to
the title or any physical, envi-
ronmental,  health  or  safety
conditions existing  in,  on,  at
or relating to the property be-
ing offered for sale.  Any and
all responsibilities or liabilities
arising out of  or in any way
relating to any such condition
expressly  are  disclaimed.
This sale is  made subject to
all  prior  liens  and  encum-
brances,  and  unpaid  taxes
and  assessments  including
but not limited to any transfer
tax associated with the fore-
closure.   A  deposit  of  five
percent (5%) of the amount of
the bid or seven hundred fifty
dollars  ($750.00),  whichever
is  greater,  is  required  and
must be tendered in the form
of certified funds at the time
of the sale.  This sale will be
held open ten days for upset
bids as required by law. Fol-
lowing  the  expiration  of  the
statutory upset period, all re-
maining  amounts are IMME-
DIATELY DUE AND OWING.
Failure  to  remit  funds  in  a
timely manner will result in a
Declaration  of  Default  and
any  deposit  will  be  frozen
pending the  outcome of  any
re-sale.  If  the  sale  is  set
aside for any reason, the Pur-
chaser  at  the  sale  shall  be
entitled only to a return of the
deposit paid.  The Purchaser
shall  have  no  further  re-
course  against  the  Mort-
gagor,  the  Mortgagee,  the
Substitute Trustee or  the  at-
torney  of  any  of  the forego-
ing.
SPECIAL  NOTICE  FOR
LEASEHOLD TENANTS:   If
you  are  a  tenant  residing  in
the property, be advised that
an  Order  for  Possession  of
the property may be issued in
favor of the purchaser.  Also,
if your lease began or was re-
newed on or after October 1,
2007,  be  advised  that  you
may  terminate  the  rental
agreement  upon  written  no-
tice to the landlord, to be ef-
fective on a date stated in the
notice that is at least 10 days,
but no more than 90 days, af-
ter the sale date contained in
the  notice  of  sale,  provided
that  the  mortgagor  has  not
cured the default at the time
notice  of  termination  is  pro-
vided. You may be liable for
rent due under the agreement
prorated to the effective date
of the termination.
The  date  of  this  Notice  is
February 22, 2016.
Grady I. Ingle or Elizabeth B.
Ells Substitute Trustee
10130  Perimeter  Parkway,
Suite 400 Charlotte, 
NC 28216
(704)333-8107
http://shapiroattorneys.com/n
c/
(229573)

IN  THE  GENERAL  COURT
OF  JUSTICEOF  NORTH
CAROLINA  SUPERIOR
COURT  DIVISION  CHERO-
KEE COUNTY 15SP137 
IN  THE  MATTER  OF  THE
FORECLOSURE OF A DEED
OF  TRUST  EXECUTED  BY
DAVIS  &  HALLAUER-FOX,
PC DATED DECEMBER 21,
2005  AND  RECORDED  IN
BOOK 1201 AT PAGE 361 IN
THE  CHEROKEE  COUNTY
PUBLIC REGISTRY, NORTH
CAROLINA
NOTICE OF SALE 
Under  and  by  virtue  of  the
power  and  authority  con-
tained  in  the  above-refer-
enced deed of  trust and be-
cause  of  default  in  the  pay-
ment  of  the  secured  indebt-
edness and failure to perform
the  stipulation  and  agree-
ments therein contained and,
pursuant  to  demand  of  the
owner  and holder  of the se-
cured  debt,  the  undersigned
substitute trustee will expose
for  sale  at  public  auction  to
the highest bidder for cash at
the usual place of sale at the
county  courthouse  of  said
county at 10:30AM on May 2,
2016 the following described
real estate and any other im-
provements which may be sit-
uated  thereon,  in  Cherokee
County,  North  Carolina,  and
being  more  particularly  de-
scribed as follows:
In the town of Murphy, District
#6, on Hill Street (now Busi-
ness U.S. 19 and 129) in the
Section known as East  Mur-
phy and more particularly de-
scribed as follows:
BEGINNING  on  a  railroad
spike driven in the black top
driveway  on  this  Northwest
margin  of  Hill  Street,  said
spike being 186.5 feet North-
east of the Northeast margin
of  Maple  Street  and  runs
thence with a line common to
James  Sneed  north  21-48
West  134.02  feet  to  a  1/2"
iron pipe; thence North 61-58
East  74.4  feet  with  a  line
common to  Lewis  King  and
the  Southeast  end  of  a  15-
foot alley and Marvin Hamp-
ton to  a  1/2"  pipe,  a corner
common to Hubert Ledford et
als; thence South 22-00 East
142.8  feet  with  a  line  com-
mon to Hubert Ledford et als
to  a  1/2"  iron  pipe  at  the
Northwest  margin  of  Hill
Street; and thence South 68-
46 West 74.51 feet with said
Northwest  margin  of  Hill
Street to the point of BEGIN-
NING, containing 0.23 acre. 
For source of Title see Deed
Book 1201 Page 358, records
for  Cherokee  County,  North
Carolina. 
And  Being  more  commonly
known as:  399 Hill St, Mur-
phy, NC 28906
The  record  owner(s)  of  the
property, as reflected on the
records  of  the  Register  of
Deeds,  is/are  Davis  &  Hal-
lauer-Fox, P.C.
The  property  to  be  offered
pursuant to this notice of sale
is  being  offered  for  sale,
transfer and conveyance "AS
IS,  WHERE IS."  Neither  the
Trustee nor the holder of the
note secured by the deed of
trust,  being  foreclosed,  nor
the  officers,  directors,  attor-
neys,  employees,  agents  or
authorized  representative  of
either Trustee or the holder of
the note make any represen-
tation or  warranty relating to
the title or any physical, envi-
ronmental,  health  or  safety
conditions existing  in,  on,  at
or relating to the property be-
ing offered for sale.  Any and
all responsibilities or liabilities
arising out of  or in any way
relating to any such condition
expressly  are  disclaimed.
This sale is  made subject to
all  prior  liens  and  encum-
brances,  and  unpaid  taxes
and  assessments  including
but not limited to any transfer
tax associated with the fore-
closure.   A  deposit  of  five
percent (5%) of the amount of
the bid or seven hundred fifty
dollars  ($750.00),  whichever
is  greater,  is  required  and
must be tendered in the form
of certified funds at the time
of the sale.  This sale will be
held open ten days for upset
bids as required by law. Fol-
lowing  the  expiration  of  the
statutory upset period, all re-
maining  amounts are IMME-
DIATELY DUE AND OWING.
Failure  to  remit  funds  in  a
timely manner will result in a
Declaration  of  Default  and
any  deposit  will  be  frozen
pending the  outcome of  any
re-sale.  If  the  sale  is  set
aside for any reason, the Pur-
chaser  at  the  sale  shall  be
entitled only to a return of the
deposit paid.  The Purchaser
shall  have  no  further  re-
course  against  the  Mort-
gagor,  the  Mortgagee,  the
Substitute Trustee or  the  at-
torney  of  any  of  the forego-
ing.
SPECIAL  NOTICE  FOR
LEASEHOLD TENANTS:   If
you  are  a  tenant  residing  in
the property, be advised that
an  Order  for  Possession  of
the property may be issued in
favor of the purchaser.  Also,
if your lease began or was re-
newed on or after October 1,
2007,  be  advised  that  you
may  terminate  the  rental
agreement  upon  written  no-
tice to the landlord, to be ef-
fective on a date stated in the
notice that is at least 10 days,
but no more than 90 days, af-
ter the sale date contained in
the  notice  of  sale,  provided
that  the  mortgagor  has  not
cured the default at the time
notice  of  termination  is  pro-
vided. You may be liable for
rent due under the agreement
prorated to the effective date
of the termination.
The  date  of  this  Notice  is
February 22, 2016.
Grady I. Ingle or Elizabeth B.
Ells Substitute Trustee
10130  Perimeter  Parkway,
Suite 400 Charlotte, 
NC 28216
(704)333-8107
http://shapiroattorneys.com/n
c/
(229573)

IN  THE  GENERAL  COURT
OF  JUSTICEOF  NORTH
CAROLINA  SUPERIOR
COURT  DIVISION  CHERO-
KEE COUNTY 15SP137 
IN  THE  MATTER  OF  THE
FORECLOSURE OF A DEED
OF  TRUST  EXECUTED  BY
DAVIS  &  HALLAUER-FOX,
PC DATED DECEMBER 21,
2005  AND  RECORDED  IN
BOOK 1201 AT PAGE 361 IN
THE  CHEROKEE  COUNTY
PUBLIC REGISTRY, NORTH
CAROLINA
NOTICE OF SALE 
Under  and  by  virtue  of  the
power  and  authority  con-
tained  in  the  above-refer-
enced deed of  trust and be-
cause  of  default  in  the  pay-
ment  of  the  secured  indebt-
edness and failure to perform
the  stipulation  and  agree-
ments therein contained and,
pursuant  to  demand  of  the
owner  and holder  of the se-
cured  debt,  the  undersigned
substitute trustee will expose
for  sale  at  public  auction  to
the highest bidder for cash at
the usual place of sale at the
county  courthouse  of  said
county at 10:30AM on May 2,
2016 the following described
real estate and any other im-
provements which may be sit-
uated  thereon,  in  Cherokee
County,  North  Carolina,  and
being  more  particularly  de-
scribed as follows:
In the town of Murphy, District
#6, on Hill Street (now Busi-
ness U.S. 19 and 129) in the
Section known as East  Mur-
phy and more particularly de-
scribed as follows:
BEGINNING  on  a  railroad
spike driven in the black top
driveway  on  this  Northwest
margin  of  Hill  Street,  said
spike being 186.5 feet North-
east of the Northeast margin
of  Maple  Street  and  runs
thence with a line common to
James  Sneed  north  21-48
West  134.02  feet  to  a  1/2"
iron pipe; thence North 61-58
East  74.4  feet  with  a  line
common to  Lewis  King  and
the  Southeast  end  of  a  15-
foot alley and Marvin Hamp-
ton to  a  1/2"  pipe,  a corner
common to Hubert Ledford et
als; thence South 22-00 East
142.8  feet  with  a  line  com-
mon to Hubert Ledford et als
to  a  1/2"  iron  pipe  at  the
Northwest  margin  of  Hill
Street; and thence South 68-
46 West 74.51 feet with said
Northwest  margin  of  Hill
Street to the point of BEGIN-
NING, containing 0.23 acre. 
For source of Title see Deed
Book 1201 Page 358, records
for  Cherokee  County,  North
Carolina. 
And  Being  more  commonly
known as:  399 Hill St, Mur-
phy, NC 28906
The  record  owner(s)  of  the
property, as reflected on the
records  of  the  Register  of
Deeds,  is/are  Davis  &  Hal-
lauer-Fox, P.C.
The  property  to  be  offered
pursuant to this notice of sale
is  being  offered  for  sale,
transfer and conveyance "AS
IS,  WHERE IS."  Neither  the
Trustee nor the holder of the
note secured by the deed of
trust,  being  foreclosed,  nor
the  officers,  directors,  attor-
neys,  employees,  agents  or
authorized  representative  of
either Trustee or the holder of
the note make any represen-
tation or  warranty relating to
the title or any physical, envi-
ronmental,  health  or  safety
conditions existing  in,  on,  at
or relating to the property be-
ing offered for sale.  Any and
all responsibilities or liabilities
arising out of  or in any way
relating to any such condition
expressly  are  disclaimed.
This sale is  made subject to
all  prior  liens  and  encum-
brances,  and  unpaid  taxes
and  assessments  including
but not limited to any transfer
tax associated with the fore-
closure.   A  deposit  of  five
percent (5%) of the amount of
the bid or seven hundred fifty
dollars  ($750.00),  whichever
is  greater,  is  required  and
must be tendered in the form
of certified funds at the time
of the sale.  This sale will be
held open ten days for upset
bids as required by law. Fol-
lowing  the  expiration  of  the
statutory upset period, all re-
maining  amounts are IMME-
DIATELY DUE AND OWING.
Failure  to  remit  funds  in  a
timely manner will result in a
Declaration  of  Default  and
any  deposit  will  be  frozen
pending the  outcome of  any
re-sale.  If  the  sale  is  set
aside for any reason, the Pur-
chaser  at  the  sale  shall  be
entitled only to a return of the
deposit paid.  The Purchaser
shall  have  no  further  re-
course  against  the  Mort-
gagor,  the  Mortgagee,  the
Substitute Trustee or  the  at-
torney  of  any  of  the forego-
ing.
SPECIAL  NOTICE  FOR
LEASEHOLD TENANTS:   If
you  are  a  tenant  residing  in
the property, be advised that
an  Order  for  Possession  of
the property may be issued in
favor of the purchaser.  Also,
if your lease began or was re-
newed on or after October 1,
2007,  be  advised  that  you
may  terminate  the  rental
agreement  upon  written  no-
tice to the landlord, to be ef-
fective on a date stated in the
notice that is at least 10 days,
but no more than 90 days, af-
ter the sale date contained in
the  notice  of  sale,  provided
that  the  mortgagor  has  not
cured the default at the time
notice  of  termination  is  pro-
vided. You may be liable for
rent due under the agreement
prorated to the effective date
of the termination.
The  date  of  this  Notice  is
February 22, 2016.
Grady I. Ingle or Elizabeth B.
Ells Substitute Trustee
10130  Perimeter  Parkway,
Suite 400 Charlotte, 
NC 28216
(704)333-8107
http://shapiroattorneys.com/n
c/
(229573)

FAMILY NURSE PRACTITION-
ER or PHYSICIAN
Do you  love  the outdoors?   A
day  hiking,  fishing,  camping,
biking  in  the  Great  Smoky
Mountains?   Graham  County,
located  in  western       North
Carolina  in  the  heart  of  the
Smoky Mountains, provides
availability  of  all  outdoor  and
nature  activities  at  your
doorstep.  Graham  County  is
known  for  its  tranquility,  isola-
tion,      and rugged mountain
lands.
The  Graham  County  Depart-
ment  of  Public  Health  in  Rob-
binsville,      North Carolina is in
search of a Family Nurse Prac-
titioner or      Physician to do
full/part time clinician care, pre-
ventative      medicine, health
and wellness.  The provider will
perform minor      procedures
including sports physicals, well
child exams, family      planning
services, adult health, and well-
ness exams.  Hours of      oper-
ation are Monday - Friday 8-5.
Licensed  as  a  Physician  or
Family  Nurse  Practitioner  in
North  Carolina  and  previous
experience in family practice or
urgent care setting preferred.
For  additional  information con-
tact  Alicia  Parham,  Health  Di-
rector      at 828-479-7665 or
email  at  alicia.parham@gra-
hamcounty.org 
For      website information see
www.health.grahamcounty.org

   CHEROKEE COUNTY  
Clinician 

Assertive Community
Treatment Team (ACTT)

Seeking an energetic and pas-
sionate  individual  to  join  the
Assertive  Community  Treat-
ment  Team,  in  the  beautiful
mountains  of  Western  North
Carolina.   Come  experience
the  satisfaction  of  providing
recovery  oriented  services
within the context of a strong
team wraparound model serv-
ing  Clay,  Cherokee  and  Gra-
ham counties.   If  you are not
familiar  with  ACTT,  this  posi-
tion  will  provide  you  with  an
opportunity  to  experience  an
enhanced  service  that  really
works!  Must have a Master's
degree  and  be  licensed/  li-
cense eligible.  For further in-
formation and to complete  an
application,  visit  our  website:
www.meridianbhs.org  

GREAT SMOKY 
MOUNTAINS RAILROAD

Be  a  part  of  the  team  that
brings  back  steam  in  2016!
Great  Smoky  Mountains Rail-
road in Bryson City, NC is cur-
rently hiring for Parking Atten-
dant, Musician, Food & Bever-
age Runner, Concession Staff,
Rear  Brakeman,  Property
Maintenance  Worker,  Ticket
Agent,  Reservations  Shift  Su-
pervisor,  and Retail  Manager.
Earn  train  passes,  retail  and
food discounts, passes to area
attractions, and more!  Full de-
tails of all positions and how to
apply  can  be  found  at
www.gsmr.com/jobs.

LIVE ON FONTANA LAKE
Shore Docked 1994 Sumerset
Houseboat. 80'x16'. Aluminum
Hull  with  2  docks.  Boat  is
shore  powered  and  has  city
water.  Two  350  cubic  foot
Chevy  engines.   $155k  Firm.
Call Chalk 865.414.1099.

BOAT FOR SALE
2000  Boston  Whaler  Ventura
160 fish & ski boat w/ Shoreline
trailer  W/  swing  tongue.  Mer-
cury outboard 100hp w/ only 93
hrs  &  electric  tilt/trim.  Bimini
top,  custom  cover,  dual  con-
sole,  walk  thru  windshield,
cushions,  storage,  seats six  &
Hummingbird  depth  finder.
Clean, one owner & maintained
regularly  by  BR  Marina.
$11,000. Call404.909.9889

CONLEY'S TREE & CHIPPER
SERVICE  we  cut  &  top  any
tree.  26 yrs experience,  serv-
ing surrounding 20 yrs Danger-
ous  tree  removal,  cut  views,
under  brushing,  chipper  ser-
vice,  cut  banks  off,  weed  eat,
clean gutters & firewood.  Fully
insured member of Better Busi-
ness  Bureau  Senior  Discount.
321-3010, 557-0258.

D&L Painting   Interior  Exterior
Residential,  Commercial,  Pres-
sure  cleaning/staining,  Interior
Pre-finished, Tongue & Groove
& Doors, Trim etc., 
Drywall  Inc. Hang, Finish, Tex-
ture  Level  5  Glazing  Fully  In-
sured , also parking lot striping.
828-508-5270.  828-479-4052.
Free estimates.

Lawn mowing, spring clean up,
brush clearing, pressure wash-
ing and staining, painting, inte-
rior  and  exterior,  landscaping,
retaining walls and more.  Sat-
isfaction  guaranteed,  serving
the  area  for  over  16yrs.
Smokey Mountain Home, Lawn
and  Garden.   828-837-4156
(243105)

R J SANITATION
>Picks up household garbage
>Serves Cherokee County area
>1-time weekly pickup
>$12 per month
To sign up for garbage service
or  for  more  information  call
Julie  828-557-2678  or  Ronnie
828-557-2676 (234197)

ANDREWS AUTO SALES Buy
Here-Pay  Here  Trades  wel-
come.  We  finance.  Bad  credit
no problem. We buy cars. Low
down  payment.  0%  interest.
We  accept  all  major  credit
cards. 505 Robbinsville Rd. An-
drews  828-321-5544,  828-508-
5270, 828-508-5270.

ANDREWS  GARDENS  Apart-
ments,  1 BR apartments avail-
able  for  elderly  and  handi-
capped  50  years  of  age  and
older. Rent based on 30% of in-
come under the section 8 pro-
gram.  Equal  Housing Opportu-
nity. 828-321-4017 or 828-735-
2422. TDD # 1-877-735-2962.

PREMIUM 
LONG-LEAF PINESTRAW
Clean, Full, Tight Bales.
 Large Quantity Discount. 
Mountain  Valley  Country Store
670 Hwy 69
Hayesville, N.C.
Phone (828)389-1402
ccp-229929

DESIRABLE TARHEEL 2 bed +
Sleeping Loft,  2 ½ Bath, 3 Car
Garage,  Chalet,  Part  Finished
Basement,  Nearly  4000  SF.
Mtn.  View,  creek,  4.46  Acres,
Many  Upgrades,  By  owner
$315,000.   Call  for  Appt.  828-
835-3051  Available  April  1st

(238279)

Hayesville  House  is  hiring  for
dependable  and  loving  care-
givers.CNA licensure is not re-
quired.  Please  stop  by  for  an
application  or  call  Jessica  for
more  information  at  (828)389-
8700.
ccp-242669

SANDBLAST AND PREP PER-
SONS  NEEDED  for  powder
coat line 2nd and 3rd shift.
Apply in person at:
Blue Ridge MFG
87 Tom Boyd  Rd.  Blue  Ridge
GA, 30513

WELDER / FABRICATORS
For  2nd  and  3rd  shifts.  Mig
welding,  experience  required,
Good  Pay  and  benefits,  apply
in person at: Blue Ridge MFG,
87 Tom Boyd Rd, 
Blue Ridge GA 30513

Save  on GE &  Hotpoint  appli-
ances:   Refrigerators  from
$498,  ranges  from  $398, dish-
washers  from  $349,  washers
from  $429  and  dryers  from
$398!  Ennis Home Center An-
drews NC 828-321-4220. 

Beautiful  3BR/2BA home on 1
level  near  Cherokee  Hills  Golf
Course on Harshaw Rd.  Hicko-
ry  Hardwood  floors.   Custom
Kitchen cabinets + /- 1800sq ft.
A must see!  Call 828-361-0434
(242054)

Central Boiler E-Classic OUT-
DOOR WOOD FURNACE. Lim-
ited time big savings offer.   In-
stant rebate up to $1000.  Call
today!  North  Georgia  Outdoor
Wood Furnaces 706-632-0165.
#234996

MORROW PAINTING
No  job  too  small.  Painting,
pressure washing. 28 yrs expe-
rience.  All  work  guaranteed.
Senior discount. Call  Jimmy at
828-557-8049  (225048)

Church  Organist/Accompanist
for  Andrews  Methodist  Church
call  (828)321-3897 or send re-
sume to PO Box 447 Andrews,
N.C. 28901.
ccp240432

CABIN STAINING 
Painting  interior/exterior,Pres-
sure Washing. Free Estimates!
18  yrs.  experience.  Call  Lars.
828-541-3246 (238223)

GRACLIND LAWN SERVICE
Family  owned.  Honest  &  de-
pendable  service.  Commercial
equipment & low prices. 
Call Jonathan 828-837-1539 

Have clothes and/or good sell-
able  thrift  store  items?  Call
Christian  Love  Ministries  at
828-837-9345 or just drop them
off. Thanks and blessings!

3BR/2BA, on .98 acres, private,
in 2007 $38,000 Owner Financ-
ing  with  $20,000  down,  $300-
mo.  Zero  percent  financing.
386-681-7252  (235786)

TRANSPORTATION
& 

RECREATIONAL

Lost Peach colored, ladies wal-
let  4  inch  lost  between  Bojan-
gles  and  Reservoir  Rd  828-
835-8546 (243897)

Home  of   Homer  Wilson  43
Moore St. Happy Top Andrews.
Fri  &  Sat,  22nd &  23rd,  8am-
2pm. Books & Misc.

2004  Honda  Accord,  6  speed
Manual  transmission, V6, 2dr,
154,800  miles.  $4500.   828-
837-2430   (244166)

5  wheels  &  Tires  off  08  Jeep
Wrangler  4-255/75/17,  +1
255/75/18  $600  828-360-4019
(241905)

1BR  In  Murphy  $500mo.  Plus
deposit.  Water and internet in-
cluded.   727-600-5582
(244277)

MOBILE HOMES
FOR SALE

Motorcycle  for  Sale:  2014
Harley Davidson ! Loaded, Low
miles  (828)321-3890

Gibson Apartments -1 & 2 Bed-
rooms,  semi-furnished,  828-
321-4405 nights----No Pets !

REAL ESTATE
RENTALS

REAL ESTATE
FOR SALE

FOR SALE

LEGAL NOTICES

SERVICES

EMPLOYMENT

LAKE PROPERTY
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By Matthew Osborne
editor@myandrewsjournal.com

 Cherokee County’s health 
department crisis is far from 
over, even after the firing last 
week of director Towanna 
Roberts.
 A six-week debacle that 
required four board meet-
ings to make a decision on 
Roberts’ fate left only 7 
of 11 board members and 
many in the county divided 
over the issues raised, many 
of which most in the com-
munity are still not privy 
to.
 The specific reasons for 
Roberts’ dismissal are still 
unknown, as the complaints 
against her were made in ex-
ecutive session at the March 
3 health board meeting. But 
there were passionate pleas 
made on both sides as the 
controversy spread through-
out the county.
 On Monday night, one 
of the four resigning board 
members was replaced, but 
not without more conflict.
 Two different engineers 
were nominated by differ-
ent commissioners, as C.B. 

McKinnon supported Brett 
Nourrcier and Cal Stiles 
made a motion to appoint 
Robert Hay Jr.
 “I think (Hay) is a better 
candidate than someone we 
don’t know much about,” 
Stiles said, noting that 
Nourrcier recently moved 
to the county. “We need 
someone with experience in 
our county.”
 Stiles then declared that 
McKinnon recruited Nour-
rcier to apply for the board 
position after the initial 
period to file an application 
for the seat previously held 
by Alan Keith had passed.
 Keith was the only appli-
cant when the applications 
were considered at the 
March 7 county meeting. 
The commissioners declined 
to reappoint him at that 
time.
 Nourrcier submitted his 
application three days later 
on March 10 at McKinnon’s 
request. The words “late 
app, said he was referred 
by Comm. McKinnon” are 
written at the top of the 
application.
 McKinnon explained 

that he did recruit Nour-
rcier to apply and that the 
application was added to 
the pool when the seat was 
readvertised after Keith’s 
eventual resignation. “There 
is nothing wrong with a 
commissioner soliciting 
someone to serve on this 
board,” McKinnon said, 
being interrupted several 
times by Stiles.
 “It came in 10 days after 
the deadline,” Stiles said.
 The vote to appoint 
Nourrcier was 3-2, with 
Stiles and Commissioner 
Roy Dickey voting against.
 The next stage in the 
conflict could take place 
in court, as attorney Holly 
Christy sent a letter and 
public records request to 
county and health board 
officials on April 13.
 The letter requested that 
all members of the health 
board, employees of the 
health department and all 
employees of Cherokee 
County “preserve, retain, 
protect and not destroy 
any and all information, 
evidence, documents and 
data, both electronic and 

hard copy, that is or may rel-
evant to any claim Towanna 
Roberts has or may have 
against Cherokee County … 
including but not limited to 
a claim for wrongful termi-
nation.”
 Christy also referenced 
any communications in-
volved in the “investigation” 
that took place during Rob-
erts’ suspension with pay 
that did not even last the 
three weeks it was originally 
set for.
 The letter lays out in 
long detail that no devices 
containing messages or 
potential evidence should 
be altered by their users. It 
adds near the conclusion 
that a forensic IT firm may 
be contracted to retrieve the 
data in question.
 Christy also made an 
official request for all emails 
between county manager 
Randy Wiggins, the county 
commissioners and the 
health board members with 
Danny Staley, Director for 
the N.C. Division of Public 
Health, concerning the in-
vestigation between March 
28 and April 11.

 The craziness of the situ-
ation was not limited to the 
possible legal action over 
the director’s firing. At least 
one health board member 
reported being harassed 
by texts on a personal cell 
phone about the matter.
 The Cherokee County 
Sheriff ’s Office got involved 
as well when a slanderous 
email was sent out anony-
mously to health board and 
county officials claiming 
nasty things about several 
employees at the health 
department.
 Det. Roger Williams, who 
has a background in cyber 
investigations, submitted a 
request to Google to find 
out whether the anony-
mous user – who made up 
a phony Gmail account to 
send the message – sent it 
from a county IP address. 
It was discovered that it did 
not come from a county 
computer, meaning there is 
nothing more the county 
can do to determine who 
sent the email, Wiggins said 
Monday.
 “If it is ever proven to 

have come from an active 
county employee then 
regardless of how or where 
from it may have been 
sent, one could reasonably 
assume that there would be 
some level of disciplinary 
action taken to address 
the active employee at that 
time,” Wiggins said.
 The email was sent out on 
a weekday during business 
hours, but must have been 
sent from a private machine, 
Wiggins said.
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 The following people were booked 
through the Cherokee County De-
tention Center from April 10-16, 
2016. Local, state and federal law 
enforcement officers handled the 
cases. Those whose names appear 
who have been charged with an 
offense should be presumed innocent 
unless proven guilty. To report crim-
inal activity, citizens may call the 
automated tip line at 837-1344.
 Kris Jason Buchanan, Robbins-
ville, 42, 4-10, failure to appear on 
a misdemeanor.
 Eric Mark Dodson, Murphy, 
51, 4-10, driving while impaired, 
reckless driving to endanger.
 Wyneetta Lee Kessler, Murphy, 
38, 4-10, simple possession sched-
ule II controlled substance, possess 
drug paraphernalia.
 Jeremy Dean Lambert, 
Maryville, Tenn., 28, 4-10, holding 
for other agency.
 Clyde Parker Jr., Robbinsville, 
61, 4-10, two counts probation 
violation.
 Ellen Dockery Wilcox, Mur-
phy, 41, 4-10, break or enter a 
motor vehicle.
 Darrell Dewayne Chambers, 
China Grove, 48, 4-11, failure to 
appear on a misdemeanor.
 Brandi Suzanne Haines, Mar-
ble, 32, 4-11, three counts failure 
to appear on a misdemeanor, 
failure to appear on a felony.

 Noah Cooper Killian, Murphy, 
18, 4-11, two counts felony con-
spiracy, two counts breaking and/
or entering, larceny after break/
enter, larceny of a firearm, injury 
to personal property.
 Felicia Dawn Maney, Murphy, 
55, 4-11, extradition/fugitive 
other state.
 Isaak Christin Stoltzfus, 
Andrews, 27, 4-11, driving while 
impaired, no operator’s license.
 Edward Douglas Weeks, Blue 
Ridge, Ga., 49, 4-11, true bill of 
indictment.
 Ellen Dockery Wilcox, Mur-
phy, 41, 4-11, misdemeanor larce-
ny, open container malt beverage/
unfortified wine on property of 
county/city.
 Jason Eldridge Bateman, An-
drews, 37, 4-12, sentenced.
 William Brandon Duren, Mur-
phy, 31, 4-12, extradition/fugitive 
other state.
 Jeremiah Mark Edwards, Mur-
phy, 38, 4-12, assault on a female, 
violation of court order.
 Gary Joshua Leming, Andrews, 
37, 4-12, writ.
 Chad Antonio Mayner, 
Murphy, 28, 4-12, possess drug 
paraphernalia, two counts simple 
possession schedule II controlled 
substance, sell/deliver marijuana, 
maintain place for controlled sub-
stance, possess with intent to man-

ufacture/sell/deliver marijuana, 
aid and abet maintain a dwelling, 
manufacture/sell/dispose/possess 
controlled substance within 1,000 
feet of school, possess drug para-
phernalia.
 Whitney April Stiles, Marble, 
21, 4-12, probation violation.
 Jarin Lamont Baylor, Char-
lotte, 27, 4-13, failure to appear on 
a misdemeanor.
 Meghan Krystina Blaylock, 
Murphy, 19, 4-13, possess marijua-
na up to one-half ounce, maintain 
place for controlled substance, two 
counts possess methamphetamine, 
felony possession of cocaine, pos-
sess drug paraphernalia.
 Deordrick Santrez Boy-
kin, Murphy, 37, 4-13, possess 
methamphetamine, possess drug 
paraphernalia, extradition/fugitive 
other state.
 Chase Blaise Coker, Marble, 
18, 4-13, injury to personal prop-
erty, two counts felony conspir-
acy, two counts breaking and/or 
entering, larceny after break/enter, 
larceny of a firearm.
 Christopher Scott Gamble, 
Andrews, 42, 4-13, larceny of a 
motor vehicle, break or enter a 
motor vehicle, chop shop activity 
knowing activity, possess metham-
phetamine.
 Charles Richard Koogler Jr., 
Murphy, 47, 4-13, true bill of 

indictment.
 Michael Alexander Neubert, 
Marble, 19, 4-13, failure to appear 
on a misdemeanor.
 William Tyrone Nicely, 
Murphy, 47, 4-13, crime against 
nature, simple possession schedule 
VI controlled substance.
 Tammi Diane Patrick, Murphy, 
44, 4-13, crime against nature.
 Charles Allen Payne, Andrews, 
55, 4-13, driving while impaired.
 Daniel Lonnie Sneed, Murphy, 
31, 4-13, assault inflict serious 
injury.
 Melissa Rose Tannon-Clune, 
Tampa, Fla., 24, 4-13, driving 
while impaired, simple possession 
schedule III controlled substance, 
possess drug paraphernalia.
 Jessica Shaye Walker, Murphy, 
27, 4-13, second-degree trespass.
 Michael Arthur Ward, Murphy, 
53, 4-13, intoxicated and disrup-
tive.
 Kathrine Danielle West, home-
less, 25, 4-13, unauthorized use of 
a motor vehicle, obtain property 
by false pretense.
 Tony Ray Carroll, Warne, 39, 
4-14, failure to appear on a felony.
 Christine Marie Difabion, 
Murphy, 33, 4-14, two counts 
second-degree trespass.
 Sonja Leia Godsey, Murphy, 
28, 4-14, assault and battery, two 
counts civil contempt.

 Jodie Nichole Johnson, Mur-
phy, 41, 4-14, possess marijuana 
up to one-half ounce, two counts 
possess marijuana paraphernalia, 
second-degree trespass.
 Kimberlea Diane Koogler, 
Murphy, 54, 4-14, true bill of 
indictment.
 Kenneth Mark Sudderth, Mur-
phy, 38, 4-14, true bill of induct-
ment.
 John Earl Burrell, Murphy, 59, 
4-15, deliver schedule II con-
trolled substance.
 Charlene Isabelle Lanza, Mur-
phy, 85, 4-15, assault and battery.
 Jessica Darlene Russell, An-
drews, 45, 4-15, writ.
 Jordan Michelle Teesates-
kie, Hayesville, 20, 4-15, simple 
possession schedule III controlled 
substance, possess drug parapher-
nalia.
 Herman Milo Hardin Jr., An-
drews, 50, 4-16, communicating 
threats.
 Michale Marin, Andrews, 23, 
4-16, true bill of indictment.
 Steven Robert Page, Andrews, 
33, 4-16, failure to appear on a 
misdemeanor.
 Jared Zachary Pedine, Blairs-
ville, Ga., 33, 4-16, driving while 
impaired.
 Jessica Shanae Phillips, Topton, 
33, 4-16, two counts failure to ap-
pear on a felony.

By Becky Long
Clay County Progress

 Multiple posts on Face-
book from a man alleging 
guns were fired when his 
home was burglarized 
became part of an investiga-
tion that resulted in charges 
against several men from 
Cherokee County.
 Investigator Nolan Queen 
with the Clay County 
Sheriff ’s Office followed 
up on the reports of home 
invasions, burglaries and 
discharging of firearms that 
allegedly occurred last week, 
said Sheriff Vic Davis.  
 “All of the incidents 
reported involved male 
suspects  who were targeting 
each other in acts of illegal, 

vigilante-style justice,” Davis 
said. 
 According to statements 
received by sheriff ’s investi-
gators, the individuals had 
been associated for several 
years and the conflict result-
ed from a possible marijuana 
drug transaction gone 
awry.
 Adam Charles Jarrett post-
ed on his Facebook page that 
his home had been burglar-
ized. 
 He also posted photos 
allegedly taken from the 
home’s surveillance system. 
One photo shows a male 
suspect shooting the bird at 
the surveillance camera.
 “The situation was 
inflamed on social media,” 
said Clay County Detective 

Todd Wingate. “However, 
on the pro side, through the 
posts, we were able to piece 
together parts of the story 
that were missing because 
the participants were not 
always forthcoming.” 
 “The parties reporting 
these incidents were them-
selves involved in suspicious 
activities,” Davis said.
 So far, the investigation 
has led to multiple felony 
charges and recovery of 
two stolen firearms from 
Georgia. The Cherokee 
County Sheriff ’s Office and 
Murphy Police Department 
played a major role in the 
investigation, the sheriff 
said.
 The four individuals 
from Cherokee County 

arrested on charges of 
breaking and entering are 
Zachariah Obrian Nice-
ly, 17; Austin Devonte 
Helton, 21; Noah Cooper 
Killian, 18, of Murphy; and 
Chase Blaise Coker, 18, of 
Marble.
 Coker and Killian were ar-
rested last week in Cherokee 
County on charges of felony 
conspiracy and larceny of a 
firearm stemming from the 
case as well.
 Killian and Coker are free 
on bond and have court date 
sset for Monday, April 25, in 
Clay County. 
 Jarrett was charged with 
possession of a stolen fire-
arm, but the district attorney 
dropped that charge, Win-
gate said.

Teens arrested in Hayesville gun case

Cherokee County Arrest Report

Health board controversy far from being over

By Dwight Otwell  
news@myandrewsjournal.com

 More than $1,000 is on the line for 
Cherokee County high schools and 
students in a campus clean-up and 
beautification contest and a poster 
contest for elementary and middle 
school students.
 “In April we are focusing on being 
green,” said Superintendent of Schools 
Jeana Conley. 
 The student government of the 
school that collects the most trash 
from campus will win a $500 prize. 

There is also a $500 prize for the 
school that presents the best beautifi-
cation project, Conley said. 
 There is a poster contest for elemen-
tary and middle school students with 
the first place student receiving $100, 
$50 for second place and $25 for third 
place. Sue Fredricks and Gary Cham-
berlain, advocates for keeping our area 
clean from litter, inspired the contests, 
Conley said. 
 “Andrews High School is compet-
ing with the other high schools in 
the county to see who can beautify 
their campus the best,” Andrews High 

School Principal Lisa Anderson said. 
 Anderson has set Saturday as the 
campus-wide beautification and 
clean-up day. It will begin at 8 a.m. and 
coincides with a day set up for locals 
to meet the new football coach James 
Phillips and his family. Anderson 
wants to get the entire community 
involved and asks volunteers to bring 
power and garden tools. Donations of 
flowers and mulch are welcome.
 Student body president Willie Park-
er had the idea to put black mulch in 
front of the sign and spell out “AHS” 
with white flowers, Anderson said.

Schools compete to beautify campuses



By Sarah Woodall
sports@myandrewsjournal.com

 It was quite the turn-
around for Andrews base-
ball team Tuesday against 
league foe Swain County, 
which handed the Wildcats 
a brutal loss a month earlier.
 The Wildcats used a huge 
nine-run surge in the top of 
the third inning to coast to 
a 11-4 rout, their first win 
over the Maroon Devils in 
three years – and just their 
second since 2008.
 Now at 6-6 in Smoky 
Mountain Conference play 
this season, the win put the 
Wildcats (7-6) in the No. 5 
slot ahead of Robbinsville, 
Swain, Hiwassee Dam and 
Cherokee.
    “That was a pretty big 
win for us. … I don’t see any 
way those teams can catch 
us now,” Andrews baseball 
coach Tyler Edwards said.
    Jack Newton (4-for-5, 
RBI) hammered a sea-
son-high four hits from 
the plate, including a 
first-inning RBI-single to 
plate Matt Barton for the 
Wildcats’ first run of the 
afternoon, and a seventh-in-
ning double. He even kick 
started the five-hit, third-in-
ning frenzy with a single to 
left field following a Trent 
Wright leadoff walk of Col-
ten Weaver. 
 Dalton Tillet and Barton 
added two big exclamation 
points, Tillet plating New-
ton and Weaver on a double 
to right – his fifth extra base 
hit of the season. And with 
runners on second and third 
and one out, Barton cleared 
the bags five batters later on 
a two-RBI triple to center 
field to make it an eight-run 
ballgame.
    Taylor Parker (2-for-3, 
2 RBI) and Jacob Payne 
(1-for-5, RBI) added their 
names to the third-inning 

pot with RBI-singles as well 
to widen the cushion.
    Edwards felt that was by 
far their best inning in terms 
of hitting all season. The 
Wildcats recorded 11 hits 
– highest since March 29 – 
total with a season-high 10 
RBI by the end.
    “We consistently put 
the ball in play last night,” 
Edwards said. “I know some 
kids didn’t get base hits, but 
they were hitting the ball, 
making things happen. It 
was pretty big, and in the 
times when we got runners 
on second and third, we 
came up with big hits. It was 
pretty crucial. We just got a 
little bit of momentum and 
took off with it.”
    Barton (5-2) dazzled from 
the mound as well to get his 
sixth win. He tossed four 
shutout innings with four 
strikeouts and only gave up 
a pair of runs despite five 
issued walks. The Wildcats 
defense also limited the 
Devils to just three hits and 
only committed a pair of 
field errors in the process.
    Andrews hosts non-con-

ference Union County 
(Ga.) at 4:30 p.m. on Thurs-
day, and weather permit-
ting, welcome in Cherokee 
4:30 p.m. Friday.

Lady Wildcats fall
    Andrews’ softball team 
saw its winning streak 
snapped at the hands of 
Swain County.
    The Maroon Devils used 
a pair of extra base hits and 
some misfortunes on the 
Lady Cats’ end to score their 
final four runs in the fifth 
and sixth innings and widen 
the gap, eventually taking 
the second conference meet-
ing, 7-2.
 Andrews briefly awakened 
in the top of the fifth. Me-
linda Wilkes reached on a 
leadoff single, and a Hannah 
West sacrifice moved her to 
second, setting up Tiffany 
Holloway for a one-out RBI 
single to center field for 
the Cats’ first run. Singles 
by Morgan Mashburn and 
Kenzie Gunter to follow 
batted Holloway around to 
put the Cats within one of 
the Devils.
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Box Scores

Tony Fornier-Bensen/Smoky Mountain Times

Andrews’ Jack Newton had four hits against Swain Coun-
ty on Tuesday.

Softball
April 19

Swain County 7, Andrews 2
Andrews ab r h bi
K. Gunter 2 0 1 1
C. Scionti 3 0 0 0
B. Jones 3 0 0 0
S. Sutton 2 0 1 0
M. Yebba 0 0 0 0
E. Griggs 3 0 0 0
M. Wilkes 3 1 1 0
H. West 2 0 0 0
T. Holloway 3 1 2 1
M. Mashburn 3 0 2 0
J. West 0 0 0 0
Totals 24 2 7 2

Swain Co. ab r h bi
G. Cabe 4 0 1 0
E. Jenkins 3 1 1 0
A. Green 1 1 1 0
S. Call 4 2 3 1
S. Catolster 4 0 1 1
C. Dills 3 0 1 2
A. Smith 2 1 0 0
B. Buchanan 3 0 1 0
G. Jones 2 2 0 0
C. Brown 3 0 1 2
T. Treadway 0 0 0 0
Totals 29 7 10 6

Andrews    000 020 0 – 2
Swain County   100 222 0 – 7

LOB - Andrews 3, Swain 6. 
ERR- Griggs, Gunter, Sutton, 
Jones, Cabe. 2B-Brown, Dills, 
Call, Catolster. 3B- Call. SB - 
Jones, Gunter. SAC - West. 

Andrews IP H R ER BB K
Sutton (L) 6 10 7 5 2  4
Swain IP H R ER BB K
Day (W) 7 7 2 2 2  8

Baseball
April 19

Andrews 11, Swain County 4
Andrews ab r h bi
M. Barton 5 2 2 2
C. Weaver 3 2 0 0
J. Newton 5 1 4 1
J. Payne 5 0 1 1
D. Tillet 4 1 1 2
C. Debty 4 1 1 0
G. Mosteller 0 0 0 0
K. Chapman 3 1 0 0
D. Pyle 3 2 0 2
T. Parker 3 1 2 2
G. Parker 0 0 0 0
A. Horton 0 0 0 0
Totals 35 11 11 10

Swain Co. ab r h bi
T. Bradley 3 1 0 0
Blankenship 3 0 0 0
B. Kirkland 1 0 0 0
D. Lowe 1 1 0 0
Z. Epps 4 2 3 0
J. McGaha 2 0 0 0
C. Taylor 0 0 0 0
C. Cutshaw 3 0 0 2
C. Danner 4 0 0 0
D. Chambers 3 0 0 0
D. Smith 3 0 1 0
T. Wright 0 0 0 0
Totals 27 4 4 2

Andrews  119 000 0 – 11
Swain County 101 000 2 – 4

LOB- Andrews 10, Swain 
County 9. ERR-Barton, T. 
Parker, Bradley 2, McGaha. 
2B- Newton, Tillet. 3B 
- Barton. HBP -Tillet. SB- 
Newton 2, Pyle, Parker, Epps.

Andrews  IP H R ER BB K
Barton (W)    6 3 2 1    5  4
Newton  1 1 2 1 2  1
Swain Co. IP H R ER BB K
B’lkship 4.2 6 4  1 3  9 
Wright (L) 2.1 5 7 3 3  2

Wildcats strike back Getting some air

Andrews’ Tiffany Holloway enjoys the view from Bell Mountain in Georgia during 
spring break. Holloway is a state contender in shot put and discus for the Wildcats.
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